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Containing, A 


To POGRAPHICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, 
AND 


* 


NATURAL HISTORY of That CouNTRx. 


Define [quapropter] Novitate exterritus ipſa it 
Expuere ex Animo Rationem ; ſed magis acri - | 
Judicio, perpende, &, fi tibi vera videtur, 

e Manus; aut, fi falſa eſt, acuingere contra. 


LocRr. Lil. 2. 
Fly no Opinion, Friend, becauſe tis New ; 3 
But ſtrictly ſearch, and after careful View, 
Reject if Falſe, embrace it, if 'tis True, 5 


CREECH's Tranſlat, 


THE FOUR TH EDITION, 
B 4 T H: 
Printed for W. Jon Es there, and Sold by the 


Bookſellers of London and Weſtminſter. NM 
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T could apply the uſual Panegyric, | 


the propereſt Patron ſor the follow ing 


To 
GEORGE CHETvE, 


SIR, 


Ti is my Misfortune not to have 
the Honour, of a perſonal Ac- 
quaintance with any GREAT Man, 
to whom, with a tolerable Grace, 


which Cuſtom has made fo neceſſary 


an Ingredient in DEDICATloxs: 


But turning my Thoughts to thoſe, 
with whoſe learned Works, and L 


- bours for the 7 Good, I am bet- 


ter acquainted, than with their Perſons, 
You, Sin, immediately occurred as 


Work. 
Wbe⸗ 


A 2 


DEDICATION. 


Whether I conſider you as an ei- 
nent Phyſician, as a Member of that 
learned Society, of which you are al- 
ſo one of the Greateſt Ornaments, or 
as 2 Philoſopher, endowed with an 
infinite Fund of Knowledge in Natu- 
ral and Experimental Philoſophy ; 
whatever Light I view you in, your 
Accompliſhments are ſo reſplendent, 
ſo univerſally known, and admired, 
that no Luſtre can be added to them 
by . the greateſt Encomiums: Their 
intrinſic . takes away all poſs 
ſibility. of Flattery, and I bluſh as 
much at my Ineapacity of giving you 
your fut Due, as You would at af- 
cribing more than they. deſerved, to 


others. 


Theſe Conſiderations make. this 
Work your peculiar Property, andare 
very urgent Inducements for Addreſl- 
ing it to You, eſpecially, as I have 
thereby the Advantage of exempting 
* from that Hardſhip which at- 

tends 


DEDICATION 


tends moſt Dedicators, of inventing 


the Valdes fac ale * 


are th Juſtice to your great Abi. 
lities, both as a Phyſician and Philo- 
ſopher, to deſcribe your amiable gen- 
teel Addreſs, and polite Behaviour, 


your, generous. Contempt of Money, 


and Abhorrence of Adulation, with 
the reſt of your © Chriſtian Virtues, 

« which are not only univerſally adies- 
ce red, but:felt,* would be a Task too 


difficult for any ſenticnt or intelligent 


Being, incumbered with the Adam- 


cal-Cruſt- of Clay, and can never be 
executed with Infallibility, Illability, 
and Trmpeccability, but by thoſe who, 
aſter a progreſſive Purification, are de- 
veloped and mundified of that Plai/- 


ter or Vehicle of a denſen and coarſer 


Element, ſuperinduced over the prim- 


tive rler nac Body, by which the Spi- 
rits are finitely Candi concentered 


and incraſſated 


Your 
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DEDICATION. 


Your learned Works, Sir, deriving 
from their Author a Ray, Efflux, or 
infinitefmal Emanation, are above the 
Reach of Critics, and by ſending this 
into the World under your Patronage, 
I hope the extreme Tenderneſs and De- 
licacy of its lumbaginous State will be 
protected from the noxious and dele- 
terious Qualities of thoſe envious 
Wretches, © the: Powers of whoſe 
« Souls are ſunk, concentered, im- | 
« prifoned, and contracted to a Prunc- 
“tum Saliens, by their unformed Ta- 
“. bernacle or Organical Vehicle, and 
c eannot exert their intellectual Fune- 
« tions. Theſe Critics “ have, by 
« wrong or. no Culture, funted the 
< Organs of their Faculties, and by a 
« perpetual Mal - Regimen diſtorted. 
c them; and like our Planet, have 
« ſo many untoward and oblique 
« Symptoms of a deſigned Deterio- 
« rity, that they are not fit to Com- 
« merciat with other Bodies: Like 
« the Scurile-Fiſh, they ſpout out 

« their 


DEDTCATION. 


cc their own black Liquor on the pel- 
« lucid Element.” In return for theſe 
bad Qualities, I wiſh them no other 
Exacerbation, or any thing more dele- 
terious, than a ſtrict Confinement toan 
An vegetable Regimen, and an 
WN B a 


* ſhall not; 1 any * nne 
Gon on your precious Time, or divert 
it longer from your Philoſaphical Stu- 
dies, but ſubmit the following Work 
to you Peruſal at a leiſure Hour. 


As you a are now paſt the Maidien, 


and the © hyperbolic Curve of Life is 


ah thePoint of returning down wards 


« again, it is not to be expected, 
you can enjoy the Pleaſure of making 
any more Journies to MERRYLAND ; 
but, © ſince all ſentient and intelligent 
ys Beings are made for Happineſs, and 
will by mereInſtipa ſeek it ſome- hom, 
« or ſome-where, I hope the following 
I * Chapters will ſupply you with ſome 
* ſuitable 
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DEDICATTON. 
« ſuitable Euterrainmem and Amuſc- 
« ment, with which your -leifare' 
« Houn may be agreeably diverted, 
chile you continue in this Japſe 
c expiatory and progreſſive State,” eil ö 


you gradually put off this umi 
Tabernacle, and ſlide into andt her, at- 


cording to the general Laws of Puri. * 


fcation, till at laſt your aride at that 
fixed and permanent State” deſigned! 
for you in the ee 1 of Ty 


telli ATV 


9 


1 hog leave to OI you, that I 
have the moſt &“ vehement V. ings, 


4 Long inge, Folitions, and V. elleities,” 
to approve myſelf, | 


8 Fi R, 
Your great Admirer, 
moſt bumble, 
and 
* moſt obedjent Servant, 
607 The EDtFOR, 
Bath, 20 Od. 1740. 


| T Ft kad: Obſervation, trite 
enough, that when any Work, like 
This, which is new and cnrious, niakes 
its Appearance in the World, 'almoſt 
every one is deſirous to hare. ſome 
Account. of the Author. * 8 


To ſatisfy theres in "a +46] 
ſure this common Curiofity, I ſhall 
acquaint my Reader with al that I 
have been able to learn concetning the 
Wrier of the following Sheets. 


His a I find to be Rocks br 
EW ELL, With the Addition of /g; 
deſcended from an ancient Family 
| a in 
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Lü 
in Ireland, remarkable for their be- 
ing Red-Haired, of great Note, and 
of long Panding i in that Country. He 
was the youngeſt Brother of nine, 
and conſequently could have no great 
Patrimony to begin the World withal, 


and therefore in the Year 171 7, he 


came to London to ſeek his Fortune, 
as ſeveral of his Relations had ſucceſs- | 
fully done before him; he was then 
in the full Vigour of Youth, bleſs'd 
with great Abilities, a good Addrefs, 
a moſt advantageous Stature, and well 
proportioned graceful Shape, and o- 
therwiſe well qualified. All theſe 


Advantages ſoon recommended him 


to the moſt inward Favour of a rich 


Widow, whom he in a ſhort time 
married, and during her Life was 


a genteell y maintained by her Jointure. 


He made frequent Journies to MER“ 
RYLAND in her life-time; but after 
her death, he took a Fancy to be al- 


moſt continually going and coming, 


and ſpent ſo much in theſe Journies, 
that 


r il 
that he was reduced to very low Cir- 


cumſtances, and retired at laſt to Bo 
logne in Pranit, where he died the 


19th of April 1738, N.S. and at his 
4 the following Sheets were ſound 
among his other Papers. 


He was lodged at a Hotelere in 


that Town, the Maſter of which had. 


a near Acquaintance with a Capuchin 
Fryar, whom he called to his Aſſiſ- 
tance in examining the Papers of the 
deceaſed. To be ſhort, the Fryar upon 
looking ſome time into the Manuſcript, 
cried out to the Hotelier, or .Land- 
lord, © Here is a Curiolity, I believe, 
« that will pay, not only what is ow- 
“ing to you for Bed and Board, but 
« will, over and above that, put Money 
ce in your Pocket; and ſo he volunta- 


rily offered to trandate it into French 


for his Benefit. 


Accordingly this was done, but the 
Capuchin not being a ſufficient Ma- 
a9 {ter 
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ſter of the Engliſb Tongue to do Juſ- 
tice to the Ankos the Bock was pub 
liſhed with ſo many Errors. and Miſ- 


tak es, that the Writer himſelf; had he 


been alive, could not t bave known it 
for his own. 


It's firſt, Step into the World (thus 
deformed) was no longer after the 
Author's: Death than the Middle of 
June following, and notwithſtanding 
all its Blemiſhes, it met with ſo good 
a Reception in France, that it is now 
ſome Months ſince it went through 
the ſixth Edition at Parts. 


Soon after the firſt Publication, our 
Author was ſo well reliſhed in Ma- 
drid, that a Spaniſh Tranſlation was 
publiſhed there by Don Juan Compo- 


fella il eee dedicated to the 


Archbiſhop of Saragoſſa, but this 


Verſion was not leſs faulty than that of 
the Fryar. 


An 


SE RAD # i. - 
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An Italian has done the Author 
more Juſtice, for which Reafon it was 
thought he bad, by ſome means or 
other, procured an Eli Copy: 
This was publiſhed at Rome, in March 
1739, and altho' the Tranſlator is not 
certainly known, it is ſuppoſed to be 
the Work of an eminent Cardinal, 
whoſe Name I am not at Liberty to 


mention. 


Nor was it long after, that a neat 
Edition was publiſhed at Dantzicł, 
in the Poliſb Language, by one Ven- 
chousky Wifnawisky, and another much 
about the ſame time in Daniſb, print- 
ed at Copenhagen, by Gaſpar Gluck- 


flat; not to mention the Dutch and 


German Editions, which would be 


too tedious to enumerate in this 


Place. 


It may perhaps be allowed, that 
there is not a great deal to be faid in 


Com- 
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L vi 
Commendation of our Author's Dic- 
tion; but then it may be anſwered, 
that a Work of ſo grave and ſerious a 
Nature, could not well admit of thoſe 
Flowers and Ornaments, which em- 
belliſh Subjects of Wit and Humour, 
However, it is more than probable, he 
would have corrected the Style, as the 
laſt Hand to the Work, before he put 
it to the Preſs, had not Death pre- 
vented him. 


Notwithſtanding any accidental Diſ- 
advantages that have attended this 
Work, it has, like the Palm, flou- 
riſhed in Spite of all Oppreſſion: 
And it is evident, that the ſurpriſing- 
ly good Reception it has met with, in 
ſo many different and ſo far diſtant 
Countries, could not have happened, 
but from the Truth and Movelty of 
the Subject. It would therefore be 
very difficult to account for any thing 
ſo extraordinary, as that ſo valuable a 


Piece ſhould never have ſpoke its own 
Lan- 


[ vü ] 

Language (if T may be allowed the 
Expreſſion) till this Time; eſpecially 
when we conſider. how many of our 
Countrymen have been travelling a- 
broad in the time of which we are 
ſpeaking, how much Diligence is dai- 
ly made uſe of to procure any thing 
that is new, in all Parts of Europe; 
and laſtly, that we have ſo many Tran- 
ſlators (of the French in particular) 
that hardly any thing, new or old, 
can eſcape their Labour. I am unwil- 
ling to attribute this long Neglect in 
England of ſo valuable an Author, to 
any greater Depravity in our Taſte, or 
leſs Reliſh for uſeful Learning than 
our Neighbours; tho' I am much 
afraid, our Fondneſs for Fairy-Tales, 
fabulous Stories, monſtrous Fictions 
and Romances, has of late Years too 
much increaſed, and makes us take 
the leſs Delight in ſtudying ſuch grave 
and ſerious Books, as this now before 
us, 


I ſhall 


kan hope to fee: 
Work at ast bind. y. received in Eng- 
land, and g a. as many Editi 
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er, but only to aſſure him, that 1 
have taken all poſſiblei Care to make 


this Edition currech, having luckily 
had an Opportunity of ſeeing the 


original: Manuſeeipt unh which ns 


00s een coYated. 


pon. the whole, I "hink, I N17 
bis valuable 


ons here, as it has done in France, 


and is likely. to do int almoſt all the 
Ogongries in n Europe. UG 
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PREFACE 


EA by indulgent Providence 


with twenty Years Experience, 
and frequent eee of acquaint- 
ing myſelf with the Situation and Cir- 
cumſtances of MERRYLAND, I have 
at length finiſhed my Inquiries intoThe 
Preſent State of that Country, and 
diſpo/, ed the Materials Have collec- 
ted, in uch a Manner as, I preſume, 
will give every one, who defires to be 
informed, a alas Idea of the Coun- 
try 1 have deſcribed. 


[: muſt be confeſſed however, there 


ill remains ſome Part of this delight- 
ful Country undiſcovered, and that 


there are many Laws, Cuſtoms, and 
Curiofities, of which we have hitherto 
a very iner fed Knowledge. Of theſe 
T have choſen to ſay little or nothing, 


0 7 9 


[x] 
rather than amuſe Mankind with the 
uncertain Gueſſes and fabulous Rela- 
tions of idle Travellers, who obſerving 
the Weakneſs of the Generality of 
Readers, and their Guſt for every 
Thing that carries an Air of Novelty 
and Wonder, entertain them princi- 
pally with Whimfies of their own 


Brains. 


Since the World is no longer to be 
amuſed with the fabulous Relations of 
Travellers and Hiſtorians, any more 
than with the Dreams of Superſtition 
and Enthufiaſim; an Attempt to di- 


Ntinguiſh Truth from Fiction, and to 


diſcover the Certainty of thoſe Ac- 
counts we have received of MERR v- 
LAND, it is preſumed, will not be un- 
acceptable to this diſcerning Age. Re- 


lations monſtrous and unnatural may 


pleaſe the Weak and Indolent, but 


Truth and Mature only cam ſatisfy the 
Wiſe: My Deſign therefore is to exa- 


mine what others have urns of 
7914 
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this wonderful and delicious Country, 
to compare them one with another, and 
with my own Obſervations, in order 
ro fift out the Truth. And having 
ſearched narrowly into the State M this 
Country myſelf, and been converſant 
with many People, whoſe Inclinations 
led them to make Inquiries, and whoſe 
good Luck gave them frequent Oppor- 
tunities of ſatisfying their Curiofi- 
ties; T ſay, having made it my Buſi- 
neſs to inform myſelf from all the in- 
telligent Travellers 1 have met with, 
and added their Remarhs t9 my own, 
I hope I all not be deemed altogether 
unqualified for ſuch an Undertahing. 


T need not ſay how uſeful and nece/- 
fary a Work of this Nature will be 
to the World. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that no body has ever attempted it be- 
fore in this Method; and it is fome- 
what ſurprifins, that all the modern 
Geographers, ſuch as Cluverins, Or- 
telius, Cellarius, Sc. ſhould be en- 

| b 2 tirely 
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E 
tirely filent about ſo remarkable a 
Country, which was diſcovered many 
Ages ago, and was well known to the 
Ancients; as appears by Beroſus a 
Chaldean, who wrote the Hiſtory of 
Babylon in the Time of Antiochus So- 
ter; and Herodotus, the moſt an- 
cient Writer among the Greeks 
(whoſe Works have reached us) ſpeaks 
of this Country, as a Place well known 
in thoſe Days. It is as certain too, that 
the old Academics, Peripatetics, and 
Stoics, were tolerably well acquainted 
with this Country, as appears by ſome 
of their own Works, as well as by the 
Teſtimony of other Authors; and the 
great Metrodorus, who was a Scholar 
of Epicurus, was frequently there. 
Our Engliſh Gergraphers take no No- 
tice of it; Mr. Moll in his Atlas has 
entirely onitted it, and the learned 
Mr. Gordon mahes no mention of it, 
neither has Mr. Salmon ſaid a Word 
of it inhis Modern Hiſtory, or Pre- 
ſent State of all Nations; zor have 


Mr. 


[ x11 |] 
Mr. Cuſſhee, or Mr. Senex, given it 
4 Place in their Globes. 


I cannot imagine theſe Gentlemen 
fo ignorant as to be entirely unac- 
quainted, that there is ſuch a Coun- 
try; but as it is not my Buſineſs to ac- 
count for their Omiſſions, I ſhall ſay no 
more of them, but that their Silence 
has rendered this Work of mine the 
more neceſſary. How well I have ex- 
ecuted it, or how far it is till defici- 
ent, muſt be ſubmitted to the candid 
and impartial Reader. I ſhall not be 
at all ſurpriſed, if ſome cenſorious 
People blame me for my bold Attempt, 
and others find fault with the Per for- 
mance; this is what I expect, and am 


prepared for by that Diſtich of Mim- 


nermus, 


Oblectes Animum ; plebs eſt moroſa legendo, 
Ille bene de te dicet, at ille male. 


T ſhall 


a 
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1 ſhall conclude this Preface with 
wiſhing the Reader may find all the 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction he can de- 
fire in peruſing this ſhort Work, If it 
afforas him no Improvement, I may 
venture to promiſe it will at leaſt give 
him ſome Entertainment. But left 
any thing 1 might ſay here, ſhould be 
ſuſpefed of Partiality, I ſhall decline 
adding any thing more of myſelf, but 
lay before my Reader the following 
Opinion of that truly learned and 


Right Reverend Prelate the Biſhop of 
London, who ſays, 


« Of all the Studies to which Men 
cc are drawn, either by Inclination or 
« Intereſt, perhaps no one can pre- 
« tend to ſuch an agreeable Pleaſure, 
< as the DESCRIPTION OF COU x- 
« Trirs. By a Variety of Pro- 
pets, they feed us conſtantly with 
« freſh Satisfactions; and the Ob jecls 
c they preſent are ſo chained eee, 

thai 
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that a curious Reader has much 
ado to break off. This is the Ad- 
vantage of that 8 ubjeel in gene 
ral.” But when we come to Af 
fairs that Nearly concern us, the Re- 
liſh is till heightened in Proportion 
to every One's Love for the Country 
treated of. 
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NEW DESCRIPTION 
8 | 
MERRTLAND. 
CHAP. I. 


Of the NAME of MERRYLAND, 


and whence it is ſo called. 


HE Names of moſt Countries have 
| been much altered from thoſe they 
were formerly known by ; and even 

at this Day, different Nations, nay, People 
of the ſame Country, give different Names to 
the ſame Place. MęRRYLAN D, like other 
Countries, has been known under great Va- 
riety of Names, and perhaps now has as va- 
rious Appellations as any Part of the Crea- 
tion: It is not my Purpoſe to trouble the 
Reader with a long Recital of them, nor to 
diſpute which is the moſt proper; let it ſuf- 
fice in theſe Pages to call it MExRYL AD, fo 
named (as the learned Antiquarians inform us) 
from the Greek Word u &, i. e. Unguentis 
inungo, alluding ts the unctuous Nature of 
the Soil, or perhaps to the Practice of ſome 
People in that Country, of whom the Hiſto- 

B rians 
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rians ſay, In Laetitia Unguentis utebantur, 
erantque Wuwero pro, i. e. Unguentis & Oleo 
delibuti : By the French it is called Terre- 
Gaillarde, from the Greek ay amuaw, Letitid 
exulto, or from yau«, Leator. Either of theſe 
Derivations ſeem to me very plauſible, and 
have very ſignificant Reference to the won- 
derful Delight People enjoy in MExrY LAND, 
as will be more fully related in the ſucceeding 
Chapters: However, far be it from me to 

reſume abſolutely to fix this Derivation as 
infallible ; it being a Matter of great Conſe- 
quence to the learned World, I ſhall with all 
Humility ſubmit it to the more judicious De- 
termination of the learned and uſeful Society 
of Ax TIQUARIANS; in the mean while Iam 
pretty much confirmed in the Juſtneſs of this 
Etymology by the High German and Dutch 
Names of MERRYLAND, the firſt calling it 
Frolich-landt, and the other Urolick-Iai dt, och 
which agree in the ſame Sjgnification, and in 
my humble Opinion clear up the Matter al- 
moſt beyond Diſpute. 


"OOF ; 
CHA P. II. 
Of the Situation of MRR YLAND, 


AER RYLAND is a Part of that vaſt 

Continent called by the Duzch Geogra- 
phers, the Uroillandtſtap; it is ſituate in a 
low Part of the Continent, bounded on the 
UPPEr Side, or to the Northward, by thelitrle 
Mountain called MxSsVN RS, on the Eaſt and 
Weſt by Coxasin and CoxApexT, and on 
the South or lower Part it lies opea to the 
TERRA-FiRMA. 

There is ſomething very remarkable and 
ſurpriſing as to the Longitude and Latitude of 
this Country, neither of which could ever yct 
be fixed to any certain Degree; and it is pret- 
n however ſtrange it may ſeem, that 
there are as great Variations hoth of the Lati- 
tude and Longitude in MREKRY LAND, as of 
the Mariner's Compaſs in other Parts of the 
World: To confirm this, I beg leave to aſ- 
{ure the Reader of a Matter of Fact, which, 
if he bezan entire Stranger toMERKYLAND, 
he will perhaps ſcarce have Faith to belicve ; 
but they who have any tolerable Experience 
and Knowledge of the Country, will be fo 
far from diſcrediting, that I do not doubt but 


they will be ready to confirm it by their own. 


Obſervation. 
B 2 - But 
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But now attend; PII teach thee ſomething New, 
'Tis ſtrange, but yet *tis Reaſon, and tis True: 
Ev'n what we now with greateſt Eaſe receive, 
Seem'd ſtrange at firſt, and we could ſcarce be- 
heve ; | | 
And what we wonder at, as Years increaſe, 
Will ſeem more plain, and all our Wonders ceaſe. 
CRrEECH's Lucret. B. II. 


Know then,. courteous Reader, ſoon after 
my firſt Entrance into this wonderful and de- 
lightful Country (having as prying a Curioſit 
as moſt Men) I endea voured to get the be 
Inſight that was poſſible into every Thing 
relating to the State of MERRYLANDs 
obſerving with diligent Attention every 
thing the Country afforded that was re- 
markable either in Art or Nature, all which 
J intend to communicate to the Publick in 
the tollowing Sheets. Among other things 
] made very accurate Obſervations both of the 
Latitude and Longitude, and may venture to 
lay, there could be no conſiderable Miſtake in 
my Obſervations, as they were made with a 
proper Inſtrument, of a large Radius, and in per- 
tect good Order; nay, I have been aſſured, 
hen I Was in MERKYLAND, that my Inſtru- 
ment was inferior to none: But ſome Years 
akter, happening to be tliere again, and repeat - 
ing the Experiment. I found both Latitude and 
LHugitude increaſed many Degrees, tho'I tried 
an the fame Spot, and with the ſame Inſtru- 

ment 
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ment as before. It may, 7 be ſuſpected, 
that my Inſtrument might have ſuffered ſince 
the firſt Experiment was made, (as it is well 
known the beſt are liable to Damage by Time 
and frequent Uſe) but that was not the Caſe; 
for tho' mine had, I muſt confeſs, been often 
uſed, yet it was with ſuch prudent Care and 
Caution, that it was in as great Perfection 
as ever; and even at this Day I could venture 
to recommend it as a tolerable good one, tho? 
have had it aboye theſe 30 Years, and uſed 
it pretty freely, and with great Satisfaction 
to myſelf and others. x 

That the Latitude and Longitude then were 
\ evidently and conſiderably increaſed, is Matter 
of Fact beyond Diſpute; but how to account 
for ſo wonderful a Phenomenon I mult leave 
to others, and ſhould think it well worthy the 
Conſideration of that curious and learned Bo- 
dy, the Royal Society: 


Felix, qui potuit rerum cogneſcere Cauſas. 
ViRGIL, 


That they may have all the Hint; and In- 
formation towards it, which my Experience 
can afford, I muſt acquaint them, that this 
ſurpriſing Increaſe of Latitude and Longi- 
tude in MERRYLAND, ſeldom fails to hap- 
pen, after having a fruitful Seaſon in that 
Country (as had been the Caſe when m 
Experiment was laſt made) ſo much does 

| It 
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it increaſe, that after a few Yeats one would 
fcarce believe he was in the ſame Part of the 
World; nor is its Fruitfulneſs the only Cauſe 
of this Variation; frequent tilling the Soil, 
tho” it ſhould» prove utterly barren, or no 
Seet be ſown in it, is obſerved in ſome mea- 
ſure to produce the ſame EffeCt. 

This extraordinary Alteration of the Lati- 
rude is not at all agreeable, bur the greater 
Degree it extends to, the leſs delightful is the 
Country to its Inhabitants: on which Con- 
ſideration ſome Proje&ors have been induced 
to try ſeveral Methods {and as they pretend 
with Succeſs) for reducing the Latitude, when 
too much augmented, and by that means re- 
ſtore MERRYLAND, atleaſt in Appearance, to 
its primitive State; but they muſt be igno- 
rant People indeed, who can be impoſed on 
by ſuch Practices; yet ſuch it ſeems there 
have been, but they are juſtly laughed at for 
their Credulity, and by no-body more, than 
by the yery Perſons who fo eaſily deceived 
them. 

I nced ſay no more of the Situation of this 
Country, but after the Example of that excel- 
lent Geographer Mr. Patrick Gordon (who in 
his Geographical Grammar tells us what Place 
is the Antiſodes, or oppoſite Part of the Globe 
to the ſeveral Countries he treats of) I ſhall 
conclude this Chapter by informing the curi- 
ous Reader, that the Antipodes to MERRY- 
LAND is by me ſaid to be that prominent 

| Part 
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Part of the Continent called Ppx, known in 
High Dutch by the Name of der Ars3-back 3 
others affirm the Antipodes to be in the very 
uttermoſt Point of the Promontory Cy r; but 
as it is not my Intention to concern myſelf 
in theſe Diſputes, but ſtick as cloſe as may 
be to my Subject, I ſhall leave the Affair of 
the Antipodes to thoſe who have a Taſte that 
Way ; only ſhall obſerve, there are ſome Peo- 
ple who very prepoſteroully (as Ithink) give 
the Preference to the Ppx ; the Halian Geo- 
praphers are Ig much inclined that Way; 
ome of the Dutch have hkewiſe come into 
it, and of late Years a few in Great-Britain 
have appeared not altogether averſe to it. 


—l— 2 lili. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the An, Soi, Rivess, Canals, &c. 


HE Aizin MERRYLAND is very dit- 
ferent, being inſomeProvinces perfect- 
ly pureand healthy, in othersextream- 
iy groſs and peſtilential; for the moſt part it may 

ſaid to be like the Air in Holland, © generally 
thick and moiſt, by reaſon of the frequent 
« Fogs which ariſe from its Lakes and Canals,” 
yet it is moſtly very pleaſant and agreeable 


tO 


. | 
to the Inhabitants, tho' it cannot always be 
ſaid to be wholeforne. In the moſt heaſth- 
ful Provinces it agrees well with young and 
vigorous Conſtitutions ; but for old Men, or 
thoſe who are conſumptive, this Country is 
at beſt eſteemed very pernicious, Feen if 
they enjoy it too much, which many are 
tempted to, by the bewitching Pleaſantneſs of 
the Place, of which we may ſay with Solomon, 
«* How fair and how pleaſant art Thou, O 
Love, for Delights > 3 

The Climate is generally warm, and ſome- 
times ſo very hot, that Strangers inconſiderate- 
ly coming into it, have ſuffered exceedingly; 
many have loſt their Lives by it, ſome break 
out into Sores and Ulcers difficult to be cured ; 
and others, it they eſcape with their Lives, 
have loſt a Member. It is certain there can 
be no Diſtemper more to be dreaded than this, 
occaſioned by the Heat of the Climate in 
MxRrRYLAND; the Curious may fee it par- 
ticularly deſcribed, with all its hideous Symp- 
toms, by our Countryman Bartholomew Glan- 
ville (who flouriſhed about the Year 1360-(in 
his Book De Proprietatibus Rerum, tranſlated 
by John Treviſa, Vicar of Barkeley, in 1398. 
Bur notwithſtanding this Inconvenience is ſo 
well known, ſo bewitchingly tempting is the 
Country, that People will too frequently ruſh 
into it without Caution or Conſideration of 
their Danger; even thoſe who know the ill 
Conſequence, from dear- bought Experience, are 

not 
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riot alwaysdeterred from precipitantly repeat- 
ing he Jame Folly,; nay; ſo remarkable is this 
Ralhgeſs in the Inhabitants of MERRVLANd, 


that it is become a common Proverb to ſay 
they ha d no Forecaſt. But this dangerous Heat 
of the Climate, with all its dreadful Conco- 
mitants, is not GK terrihle, hut it may be 
guarded againſt by taking proper Precautions, 
and People might venture into it without much 


Hazard, even at the worſt Seaſons, and in the 


moſt unhealthy Provinces; they need no more 
to avoid the Danger, but be careful alyays to 
Wear 1 gi Chatbing, of which they. have a 
Sort that is very commodious, and peculiarly 
adapted to this Country; it is made of an ex- 
traordinary fine thin Subſtance, and contrived 
ſo as to be all of 15 Piece, and without a 
Seam, only about the Bottom it is generally 
bound round with a ſcarlet Ribbon for Orna- 
ment. This Choathing has been found. fo-ufeta), 
that a modern Bard thought fit to write a Poem 
in its COommendation, and has molt clegantly 
celebrated its Praiſes in Blank Verſe. 
Sometimes the Climate is as much on the 
other Extreme, cold, to a great Degree; but 
this rarely happens, nor has it any bad Effect 
on the Inhabitants, otherwiſe than by, being 
diſagreeable and uncomfortable to live in. 
In general the Country is warm enough, 
and ſo exceeding delighting, that every Man 
at firſt coming into it is tranſported. v ich 
Pleaſure”; the very Sight of Mx RRTLA wy, 
— 9 | 0 7 
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or any near Approach to it, ues ope tn fleas 
Rapture,” an vet in 970 in of it, P 
have enjoyed 2 moſt pleaſing kind of Del 
rium: In ſhort, is is the lovelieſt and ſweeteſt 


Region of the World, uy is thus AA by 
the Poet: 


Quas neg; concutiunt Ven enti, neg; Nubi ” Ni mi 
Apergunt, neq; Niæ acri concreta Pruind 
Cana cadens violat, ſemperg; innubilus Ether 
Contigit & late d. 2 Lumine ridet. 


However, I muſt own, the Poet ſeems to 
have been a-little too bold and hyperbolical 
in this Deſcription; and fond as I am' of the 
Country, I am not fo partial as to think this 


poetic Flight ſtrictly juſtifiable, notwithſtand- 


ing all the learned Commentators have wrote 
to reconcile it to Truth: 


C reſert't in immenſum facunds Licentia Vatum. 


The Country lying very low (as Mr. Gordon 
ſays of Holland) its wy naturally very wet 


and fenny, the Parts that are beſt inhabited are 
generally the moiſteſt, and Naturaliſts tell us, 
this Moiſture contributes much to its Fruitful- 
neſs; where it is dry, it ſeldom prove fruitful, 

nor agreeable to the Tiller : The Parts which 


have never been broke up, nor had Spade or 
Plough in them, are moſt eſteemed; and ſo 
lond are People of having the firſt Tiling of a 


Freſh 


CCC 
freſh Spot, that zie oem ſome Hundreds 
of Pounds given to obtain that Pleaſure. 


', MEeRRYLAND is well Water'd by a River, 


which takes its Riſe from a large Reſervoir or 
Lake in the Neighbourhood called Vsca, and 


_ diſcharges itſelf with a moſt impetuous Cur- 


rent and fearful Cataract towards the Terra- 


Firma near the Entry of the Great Gulph ; 


of this River I ſhall treat more particularly 
in another Chapter. 78 

Thete is a Faciojs CANAL runs through 
the midſt of this Country, from one End al- 
moſt to the other; tis ſo deep that Authors 
affirm ĩt has no Bottom. I have often ſounded 
it in many Parts, and tho' I don't doubt but it, 
has a Bottom, I muſt own I never could reach 
it; perhaps, had my Sounding-line been a 


few Fathoms longer, it might have reached 


the Bottom. 
We are told of Solomon's Wells or Ciſterns 


at a Place the Turks call Roſelayne, which, 


like this Canal, are reputed to be unfathoma- 
ble; and the current Tradition is, that they aro 
filled from a ſubterraneous River which that 
wiſe King, by his great Sagacity, knew to run 
under- ground in that Place. Vide De Bruyn. 
Voyag. au Levant, Whether this might not 
as properly be called Solomon's Canal, I leave 
to the Reader's Judgment; 'tis certain, that 
wiſe King was no Stranger to this Country, 
but ſpent a great deal in Improvements he 
made in ſeveral Provinces of it. 

| C2 All 
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All the ſuperfluous Moiſture of the Country 
is drained off through this Canal, and it is 
likewiſe. the Conveyance of all Proviſions to 
the upper Part of MERRYLAND; all the Seed 
ſowed,1n that Country is conveyed this Way 
to the Great Storehouſe at the upper End of 
it, and in ſhort, there is no Commodity im- 
ported. into MERRYLAND, but by this Road; 
io that; you may eaſily conceive it to he a 
Place of great Traffick. We may ſay of this 
Canal. as the learned Doctor Cheyne ſays of 
the alimentary Tube, ** that it is, as it Were, 
* Common. Seer, which may be fouled or 
« cl.aned in various Manners, and with great 
« Facility ; it is die, open, and reaſonably 
. ETON KOI 

The Country is generally fertile enough, 
where duly manured; and ſome Parts are fo 
excceding truittul as to bear two or three Crops 
at a time; a Dutch. Traveller tells us, there 
was once known to be as many Crops as 
Days ia the Year; but this I look upon as 
apocryphal. Other Provinces are ſo utterly 
barren, that thoꝰ a Man ſhould leave no Stone 
unturned, but labour and toil for ever, no 
Sed will take Root in them; yet ſo whimſi- 
cal are many of the Inhabitants, that they 
would, chute one of theſe barren Spots, rather 
than the more fertile ones; and indeed there 
is fme Reaſon for it, People having found 
by Experience ſeveral great Inconveniencies 
by too frultful a Crop. *Tis a lamentable 

Thing 
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Queque ipſe miſerrima vidi, 


Et Quorum pars magna fui. 


This Peculiarity has put ſome People on in- 
ventin 5 Means to prevent the Seed taking Root, 
or to deſtroy it before it comes to Maturity; 
but ſuch Practices are only uſed by Stealth, and 
not openly approved of; it is looked on as a 
bad. Practice, and we are told it was formerly 
puniſhed with Death. 

It ſounds odd, but it is no leſs true than 
ſtrange, that many have been ruined and 
forced to run away, by the Greatneſs of their 
Crop; and on the other hand, many are in 
a manner miſerable and never ſatisfied, be- 
cauſe their Spots prove barren. Strange 
Contradiction in Peoples Tempers! that what 
Would be one Man's Delight, ſhould be anc- 
ther Man's Tormeat ! 

We are told by Kercher. of a Mountain at 
Chekian, whoſe Soil is of that Quality that it 
f WT 
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canier Tygeri,- &c. This Mountain, I 
fume, muſt be of the ſame Kind of Soil as 
MrxxVvIAup, which in ſome Degree las 
the Power of taming the wildeſt * 7 
nay, it will faſt make them i in a manner mad, 
and fame them afterwards.” 

I ſhall conclude this Chapter on the Soil of 
MEKRYLAND, by faying; © her Vallies are 
« hke Eden, pes Hills like Lebanon, her 
« Springs as Piſgab, and her Rivers as For- 
dan; that ſhe is a Paradiſe of Pleaſure, 
« and Garden of Delight“ e raw 


—— 


CHAP: 1. 


of the vaſt Extent of Mizzriays, 5 
its Divifiens and 8 Places 
of Wote. 


"HE Arabian Geo raghical Lexicogta- 
1 pher cited by Schultens in his Geogra- 
phical . at the End of his Edition 
of Soltan Salataddin's Life, very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that the exact Limits of this vaſt 
Country are entirely unknown, the greateſt 
Traveller having never been able to diſcover 
its utmoſt Bounds ; and whoever attempts 
ſuch a Diſcovery, may Fer enough be 
taid to grope in the dark. 


Beſides 


[1s] 


_ Beſides, thoſe i are well known, 
and ha ve been deſcribed by Travellers, there 
are others of which we know but little, tho 
ſome Authors have pꝓretended to be very ex- 
add and particular in their Deſcriptions of 
them, for which. they have no better Autho- 
rity than their own Fanc a Invention; and 
there are other Parts of this try ſtill un- 

nown to vs. It would, ſewell chis Work too 
much, and, be of little Uſe to the Reader, to 
ke notice of Every Pernieuſars I mall * 

ore content my ſelf with mentioning ſuc 
Parts are of molt Note, ub kn are ies 

, At the End of the greal Canal toward 
the Terra Firma, are two Forts called La, 
between which every one muſt neceſſarily 
paſs, that goes up the Country, there being 
no other Road. The Fortifications are not 
very ſtrong, - tho” they have Curtains, Horn- 
works, and Ramparts; they have indeed ſomc- 
times defended the Paſs a pretty while, but 
2 pay * 2 known to hold out 
againſt a cloſe and yigorous Attack. 

. Near theſe a the Metropolis, 
called CLTRs,; 'tis a pleaſant Place, much 
delighted in b the Queens of MERRYLAND, 
and is their chief Palace, or rather Pleaſure 
Seat; it was at firſt but ſmall, but the Plea. 
ſure ſome- of the Queens have found in it, 
has occalion'd their extending its Bounds con- 
ſiderably. 
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3a, A little farther up the Country are two 
other Fortreſſes, called 'NmwPn, ſeated near 
the Banks of the great River. Theſe hav 
ſometimes made à ſtout Reſiſtance, againf 
ſtrong Attacks and skilful Engineers, and 
have endured a great deal of Hardſhip in the 
Aſſault, ſo that Inſtances might be given of 
the moſt. vigorous' Aſſailants being repuls d 
with great Loſs and Confuſion. On the other 
hand, they have often been known to give 
way upon the firſt ſlight Attack, and admit 
the Aſſailants without any Oppofition. _ 
4th,” At the upper End of the great Canal, 
mention'd in the former Chapter, is the great 


Treaſury or Storehouſe called UTxs, of 


which Flautus give this Deſcription, 
e e e 
Mare ut eſt; quod das devorat, nunguam 
e li nor br AL ago 
Des quantum Vis, ——, 


— * * - 


This Store-houſe is of a, very particular 
Structure, in Shape it ſomewhat reſembles 
one of our common pint. Bottles, with the 
Neck downwards. ?Tis fa admirably well 
contrived, that its Dimenſions are always 
adapted to its Contents; for as the Store con- 
tain'd in it increaſes, ſo the Bourids are ex- 


' rended in Proportion; and when it. is quite 


empty, or but little in it, it contracts or di- 
miniſhes proportionably, and that without 
any Art or Aſſiſtance. 

= 5th, 


Tw 
370, Another Part of this Country, often 
rhentioned by Authors, is HM, about which 


there, have been great Controverſies and Diſ- 
putes among the Learned, ſome denying there 
ever Was fuch a Place, others poſitively affirm- 
ing to have ſeen” it: For my part, after the 
niceſt Inquiry I could make, I never could 
diſcoyer any thing fatisfaQory about it; and 
moſt Travellers now agree, that if it ever 
did exiſt, it is utterly defaced by Time or 
Accident, ſo that in theſe latter Ages, no Foot- 
ſtep of it is to be found; agreeable to that 
Saying of the Poet, 


——Etiam ipſce periere Ruinæ. 


6th, Here I muſt not omit to mention a 
famous pleaſant Mount called MNsvNxs, 
which overlooks the whole Country; and, 
laftly, round the Borders of MERRYIL Ano is 
a ſpacious Foreſt, which (as Mr. Chamberlayne 
ſays of the Foreſts in England) ſeems to 
ce have been #4 roms for the Pleaſure of Ve- 
r riety, and Diverſion of Hunting.” 

Theſe are the principal Places obſerved by 
Travellers; and to give a more &mpleat 
Geographical Deſcription of this Country, I 
intended to have added a Map of it, but re- 
collecting it would conſiderably enhance the 
Price of the Book, I choſe rather to refer the cu- 
rious Reader to a Map of MERRYLAND, curi- 
ouſly engraven on Copper-plate, and publiſhed 
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ſome Years ago by the Learned Mr, Moriceau, 
who was a great Traveller in that Country, 
and ſurveyed it with tolerable Exactneſis. 
There the Reader may ſee all the noted Places 
and Diviſions laid down exactly as they are 
ſituated; and here I muſt in Juſtice to the 
Learned Sir R. M. acknowledge, that his late 
contrived Model or Machine is a very ingeni- 
ous Invention, which gives a better Idea of 
MERRYL AND than can poſſibly be done by the 
beſt Maps, or any written Deſcription. 


4 


CHAP. V. | 
Of the Ancient and M. odern Inbabi. 


tants, their Manners, Cuſtoms, &c. 


ERRYLAND is well known to 
Mb been inhabited ſoon after the Fall, 
and Adam was the firſt Adventurer who plant- 
ed a Colony in this fruitful and delicious Coun- 
try. After him the Patriarchs were induſtri- 
ous Tillers df the Soil. David and Solomon 
were often there, and many modern Kings and 
Princes have honour'd this Country with their 
Royal Preſence and Protection. King Charles 
II. in particular was in cloſe Alliance with it, 
and it flouriſhed exceedingly in his Days. Nor 
has it been ſlighted by his Royal Succeſſors, ſome 
of whom have taken great Delight in it, and 


their 


— 
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their Councils have ſometimes been influenced 
by the Situation of Affairs in MExxyLANoD: 
We have had Miniſters, who preferred its Wel- 
fare tothat of their own Country, and Biſhops 
who would not be diſpleaſed to have a ſmall 
Biſhoprick in MExRYLAND. At preſent, the 
Inhabitants of this Country arevery numerous, 
and compoſed of People of all Degrees, all Re- 
ligions, and of all Nations. ON 
As to the Manners of the Inhabitants, tho? 
they are ſometimes very low and deſpicable, 
being ſoon diſpirited and dejected by violent 
Exerciſe ; yet, when in good Spirit, they are 
very ſtrong and vigorous, and when bent 
. op Pleaſure, are very bold and daring. 
hey are much addicted to Pleaſure and Di- 
verſion in private, notwithſtanding they affect 
great Gravity and Reſtraint in public. 
They are vaſtly zic#//b, and fo fond of it, 
that when they can get no-body to pleaſe them 
that way, they will ric#le themſefves. They 
arenaturally given to love Freedom and Li- 
berty,. prone to Change and Variety, much 
givento Diſſembling and Flattery, and greatly 
addicted to Venery ; they have little Eſteem of 
Frugality or Oeconomy, but ſpend all they 
can, and glory who ſpends moſt. They pride 
themſelves much in their ſtiff and ſtately Car- 
riage, and cannot have a greater Compliment 
aid them, than by comparing them to the Be- 
moth, of whom it is faid in Jeb, that his 
& D 2 Strengtb 
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Strength is in his Loins, and be maveth bis Tail 
like a Cedar, es Foy Zh 
Homer gives a beautiful Deſcription of their 
Boldneſs and Bravery in an Engagement, and 
with what Intrepidity they make an Attack; 
which Mr. Pope has tranſlated thus — 
He foams, he glares, he bounds goin them all ; 
And if he falls, his Courage makes him fall. 


One remarkable Cuſtom of the Natives is 
that the Moment they come into the World, 
they leave the particular Spot they were born in, 
and never after return to it, but wander about 
till they are 14 or 15 Years ald, at which 
Age they generally look out for ſomeother Spot 
oft MER«YLAND, and take Poſſeſſion of it the 
firſt Opportunity; but to enter again in that 
Part they were born in, is looked on as an in- 
famous Crime, and 2 puniſhable by 
Lo ; yet ſome haye heen hardy enough to 
O It. . 
There areſome Whimſical Ceremonies com- 
monly obſerved by People when they take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of any Part of this Country, ſuch, as 
pra ſtrating themſelves on their Faces, nd mt” 
tering many Ejaculations in praiſe of the Spot 
they have choten; then lay ing their Hand onit 
by way of takirg Sen then he ſticks his 
Plough in it, and falls to labouring the 11 


withall his Might, the Labourer being general- 
* BY #4 1.24 oy 8 7 L L ir 'T 4 Ku} ty 
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by on his Knees:/Some indeed work ſtanding ; 
but the other wa / 1s the moſt common. 

Another thing very remarkable is, the Cu- 
ſtom obſerved commonly at all Merry-mak- 
ings among the Men when over a Bottle; in- 
ſtead of toaſting their Miſtreſſes, they begin 
with drinking a Health to MxRRVLANVD; 
and it is a known Rule, that this muſt be al- 
ways drank in a Bumper. II wy one refu- 
ſes, he is looked on as a ſneaking Fellow. To 


keep them in mind of this Duty, have ſeen 


the following Verſes inſcribed on their Cups 
and Glaſſes under the Word MrxAVLANV. 


. 155 auicunque legis nomen Amabile IX 

Pleno lætogue Cyatho ſalutem libes, 

Sic tibi res amatoriæ Kae cedant, 
Tua fic coronet vota Cupido. 91 


As to the Genius of the Inhabitants it may 
be obſerved, the Liberal Arts are here in the 
reateſt repute,,, here Experimental Philoſophy 
— been imprayed, to a Wonder; Phyſic and 
Surgery have flouriſhed exceedingly; and no 
Country is better ſtock'd-with Divines. And 
for Merchanaizing, the great Wealth ariſing 
from Trade in ſome Provinces is a plain Proof 
and Demonſtration that Traſſicł is carried on 
in MERRYLAND with great Succeſs. 
Here I muſt not omit taking notice, that 
this Country has produced and inſpired great 


Numbers of excellent Poets, and in return, 


they 
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they have in mairy-bficheie Works! expreſſed 
— t Regard for the Country, * — 
its Pratles with the utmoſt Gratitude 
an \Afſeion. Ons af Res,” e £203) 


| Elle ztatis 180 pri ie Rouge, | 
Ammos feelives, lælitiæquæ dies- 
Hic locus ingenuus pueriles imbuit aum, 
nes S Ferch rn 07780 uit. 


Which may be thus tranſlated, | | 2 


* 9 4 
4 114 


Hee my firſt Breath with yy Shure was 
drawn ; 

Here my glad Years and all my of began: 

In gradual Knowledge, here my Mind increaſt; 

Here the firſt — of Flory fire'd my 
_ 1 — 
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oy on db Bo: VI. 
Of. the. Praducdt and Commodities ſuch 
as Fiſh, Fouls, Beaſts,” Plants, &c. 


q N H O this Country is ſo plentifully water 
ed, by ſo fine a River and Canal, it is 


Stranger comes to Mx RRYLAN D he would ima- 
gine by the Smelbof the Air, that the Country 
abounded with Ling or Red. Herring; as we are 
told the River Ty/ain Hungary ſmells of Fiſh ; 
to ſtrong is this Smell ſometimes, that it is very 
offenſive; but here are no ſuch Fiſh to be ſeen. 
Cad indeed are often found about the lower end 
of the great Canal, and Crabs in plenty on its 
Banks. I never heard of any other Fiſh in 
MrRkRVLAND except Muſcles, Gudgeons in 
abundance, ſome Dabs, and a few Maids; 
theſe laſt are rarely met with, and it is the Difh- 
culty of catching them, I ſuppoſe, makes them 
much valued by Perſons of nice Taſte. 1 
have indeed heard of a Mackarel being found 
here by Mr. R. a Surgeon of Plymouth; but 
this was purely accidental, it being only one 
ſingle Mackare), brought to MeRRYL anD by 
a young Woman merely for the fake of trying 
an Experiment. However, this Scarcity of 
Fiſh is the leſs tobe lamented, as in this Country 
a Fleſb Diet is moſt delighted in, and of that 
they generally are pretty well ſupplied. 6 
10 or 


but-indifferently ſtoredwith Fi ; yet when a 
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For Fowls, here are Cocks, Wagtails, Buz- 
zards, Widgeons and Gulli beſides Tomtits , 
which being ſmall inſignificant Creatures are 
of no Eſteem; and Capuns, which are like“ 
wiſe held in great Diſrepute 49 

Of Beaſts, here are plenty of Aſes, ſome 
Bears, Dromedaries and Mules, and man ily 
old Foxes. I have heard likewiſe of Baboons, 
Monkeys, and Spaniels; but as it is unnatural 
to find them here, I believe it is like wiſe more 
uncommon than is reported. I kn. it has 
been ſtrongly inſiſted on by ſeveral learned 
Men (ſome of them great Travellers in Ma- 
RYLAND) that Rabbets have been bred in that 
Country, and they expected great Profits 
from a Warren they pretended to Jave lately 
diſcovered; but, after a great Noiſe made 
about it, All came to nothing. 4 

As for the Commodities of the mineral 
and vegetable Kind, here are a few of each 
which I ſhall take notice of, as far as my 
Obſervation and Memory ſerve me. 

Of the mineral Kind, the Blue or Roman 
Vitriol (which is of great Uſe to eat away 
proud Fleſh) 1s often found on the' Borders 
of this Country; and it is obſerved the Pro: 
vinces, where this is found, are generally 
unwhole ſome. 2 n 4 
There have been Inſtances of Gold and 
Silver diſcovered here, nor is the Country 
deititute | of precious Stones, here being a 
Kind very much eſteemed, tho? very com- 

= | | mon 
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mon to he met with on the Surface; ſo fond 
are they of them, that a Man would be looked 
on with Contempt in MExRYLAND, if he 
had not at leaſt two of them, which they al- 
ways carry about them in a Purſe; they con- 
—_— very much to the Fruitfulneſs of the 
Soil. > te ROT | 
Ot the vegetable Kind, here is Rur in great 
Plenty; Carrots are no Strangers to this Soil, 
but are much uſed; here is ſome |True-love 
and Sweet-Marjoram, and the Plant called 
Maiden-hair ; but the laſt is very ſcarce. 
Here is no Scarcity of ſeveral Kinds of Sim- 
ples, of which. they make great Profit. 

There is a Plant of the ſubmarine Kind, 
which delights much in this Soil, the End of 
it reſembles the Red Coral, and partakes much 
of its Virtue; it is highly eſteemed in Mx R- 

RYLAND, and is undoubtedly a great Sweet- 
ener, it being frequently applied very ſuc- 
ceſstully to cure h and four Humeurs. This 
Plant yields a wvhrrzh viſcid Juice, which 
when taken inwardly, has a bad Effect on 
ſome People, cauſing a large Tumor in the 
Umbilical Regions, which is not got rid of 
again without great Pain. But there are 
many on whom it never has that Effect, let 
them take ever ſo great Quantities of it. It 
is generally. reckoned an excellent Cofmetic, 
giving a moſt inexpreſſible reſplendent 
* Brightneſs to the whole Countenance, and 
** cauſes ſparkling Life, Spirit, and juvenile 

a b « Bloom 
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« Bloom to reign in every Feature.” It may 


properly enough be called the Coral plant, as 
it reſembles it in ſeveral Particulars. Mr. 
Boyle affirms of the Nature and Generation 
of Coral, that whilſt it grows, it is often ſoft 
and ſucculent, and propagates its Species: 
And Kircher was informed by the Divers, 
that the Coral would ſomerimes let fall a ſper- 
matic Juice, which lighting on a proper Body 
produced another Coral. The fame may be 
ſaid of the Plant above mentioned. 

Another ſubmarine Plant is ſaid to be found 


in MERR WLAN D, of the Sponge-kind, the 


Name of which I have forgot. They uſe it 
not only as a Cleanſer, but alſo as an Antidote 


againſt the bad Effects of the Juice above 


mentioned. | 

Here are Flowers in great Plenty, but not 
much to be commended, either for Fragrancy 
or Beauty. They are not Variegated, nor is 
there any great Diverſity of Colours; Red 
and M bite are moſt common. Some Natura- 
liſts have imagined theſe Flowers to be of a 
poiſonous Quality ; but that Notion is now 
tufficiently exploded, and it is obſeryed, if 
they happen not to ſpring 1n their due Sea- 
ſon, the Country generally proves unhealthy 
and barre. | | 

As for ManufaFures, I never heard of any 
in MERRYLAND worth mentioning, except 
thoſe for Prns and Needles, which are made 


in great Plenty in ſome of the moſt trading 


Provinces, 
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Provinces, and are famous for their exqui/ite 
Sharpneſs. 11 15 Waltl 


C H A F, VII. 
Of the Rarities, Curioſities, &c. 


Ta great River mentioned in the 3d 
Chapter is very remarkable ; the Wa- 
ter is warm and brackiſh, and does not run in 
a conſtant Stream like other Rivers, but the 
Current [tops every Day for Hours together, 
and without obſerving any regular Period, it 
all on aſudden falls a running again with great 
Rapidity. This River (like the River Ness 
in Scotland, and the Lake of DRONTHEIu in 
Norway) never treezes in the hardeſt Froſts, 
but always retains its natural Heat; and has 
another remarkable Quality, like that of the 
River Adonis near Byblus in Phænicia, which 
at certain Seaſons appears bloody, as we are 
told in MaunarePs Journey from Aleppo to 
Feruſalem. J : | FR 

The CANAL, before taken notice of in the 
zd Chapter, deſerves to be ranked among the 
Curioſities of this Country, not only for its 
wonderful Depth, which is ſaid to be unfa- 
thomable ; but for another extraordinary Qua- 
lity, no leſs ſurpriſing; for as it is reported of 
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ſome Lakes in China, that the throwing any 
thing into them cauſes a Storm, ſo on rhe 
contrary many violent Storms have been ap- 
peaſed, if not entirely laid, by throwing into 
this Canal a handſome Sprig of the Coral-plant 
mentioned in the 6th Chapter. This famous 
Canal anſwers the Deſcription given in the 
Atlas of a Lake near LEH BxssE in Brittany, 
which is ſo deep, it never could be ſounded, 
and in a hollow Place near it, a Noiſe is heard 
like Thunder. f oF 

Among the Rarities, may likewiſe juſtly be 
reckoned that wonderful Mountain on the 
Confines of MErRRyLAND, which at ſome 
Seaſons begins to extend its Dimenſions both 
in — and Bigneſs, and increaſes its Bulk 
ſo conſiderably, that it is eſteemed one of the 
moſt admirable Works of Nature; after it 
has continued ſwelling thus gradually ior ſome 
Months, it will fall again all at once, and be 
reduced to its former Compaſs. This Swelling 
is generally the Forer-runner of a dear Near; 
and therefore ſome of the poorer Sort, who 
are not bound to their Farms by Leaſe, take 


the Alarm at this ominous Swelling, and fly 


the Country as ſoon as they perceive it. 
There are two other plea ſant little Moun- 
tains, called Bar, which tho? at ſome Diſtance 
from MERRVYLAN D, have great Affinity with 
that Country, and are properly reckoned as 


an Appendage to it. Theſe little Mountains 


are exactly alike, and not far from each other, 
ä | Eh 9 having 
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having a pleaſant Valley between them; on 
the Top of each is a fine Fountain, that yields 
a very wholeſome Liquor much eſteemed, eſpe- 
cially by the younger ſort of People, Theſe 
Fountains are often quite dry; but it is ob- 
ſerved, they ſeldom fail to run plentifully af- 
ter the Swelling of the other Mountain be- 
torementioned, and they have in ſome De- 
gree the ſame Faculty of riſing and falling; 
5 that it is not without good Reaſon, Philo- 
ſophers have imagined there is a ſecret Com- 
munication between theſe Places. nn 
But of all the Curioſities, nothing deſerves 
our Notice ſo much as a ſmall Animal, ſome- 
what of the ſerpentine Kind, known by the 
Name of PxTL ; it is often found plunging 
about 1n the great Canal, which 1s the Place 
it moſtly delights in; ſo wonderful is this 
Creature, that it well deſerves a particular 
Deſcription 1n this Place ; and tho? it be but 
ſmall, I may fay of it, as is ſaid of the Levia- 
than, I will not conceal his Parts, nor luis 
„ Power, gor his comely Proportion; he 
** maketh the Deep to boil like a Pot; he is 
“King over all the Children of Pride.” This 
Animal has neither Legs nor Feet, but by 
the vaſt Strength of its Muſcles, has a Power 


of erecting itſelf, ſo as ta ſtand almoſt up- 


right. That learned Phyſician and Philoſopher 
Doctor Cheyne ſeems to have had this in his 
View, when he ſaid, The animal Body is 
&* nothing but a Compages or Contexture of 


Pipes; 


(39 } 
Pipes; an hydraulicł Machine, filled with 
4 a Liquor of ſuch a Nature as was tranſ- 
© fuſed into it by its Parents, or is changed 
into by the Nature of the Foog it is nou- 
4 pithed with, and is ever afterwards good, 
4 bad, or indifferent, as theſe two Sources 
have ſent it forth.” They are only of the 
Male-kmd, and yet propagate their Species 
very plentitully. This may ſeem very ſtrange 
a firk Sight to thoſe, who have not thrown off 
the material INCRUSTATION, fbat intangles 
and fetters the full Exerciſe and Penetration of 
therr natural Powers, which are tied down, 


Oni and fettered, by the Manner of our 
OR 


3INATION ; but any one, who will con- 

ſult” the learned Author hefore mentioned, 
will find he very logically proves, that in all 
Animals originally, there muſt have 'been 
* no Difference of Sexes. BECAUSE, at laſt 
« in their reſtored State there will be none. 
« And that it is highly probable, the Female 
« was but a ſecundary Intention, or a Buttreſjs 
« to a falling Edifice. 8 | 
They are of different Sizes, from ſix to 
ſeven or eight Inches in Height, when full 
grown, and from four to ſix in Circumference ; 
there are ſome indeed of much larger Dimen- 
ſions, but very rarely to be met with; and 
there are others much leſs, but they are of 
little or no Value; thoſe of a middling Size 
are obſerved to be more lively and vigorous 
than the larger Sort, who like the Granadiers 
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in a Regiment, are not able to make ſo 1 
and frequent Marches as the Battallion Men, 
the latter being for the molt part better fer 
and nimbler, as being furniſhed with a greater 
Plenty of Spirits. One thing is very remark- 
able of chene Animals, that either ſleeping or 
waking, when they lie down, they imme- 
diately contract themſelves to one third of 
their Length and Bigneſs, and grow fo flagged 
and limber, one would ſcarce think they had 
ever been enabled to ftand; but when they 
are rouſed up and in full Vigour, they are 
very ſtately, and much admired for their 
portly Mien. Here I muſt beg leave to refer 
once more to the above quoted Author, who 
tells us, This /þi/ritual animal Body, at firſt 
“ divinely organized, may be rolled up, folded 
&« together, and contracted in this State of its 
«© Duration, into an infinitely ſmall Pundtum 
« Saltens, into a Miniature of Miniature in 
“ infiitum, and proceeding in a diverging 
“ Jerzes, and progreſſive Gradation, that in 
* que time it may be fit to be newriſhed and 
ce mncreaſed by the Juices of the proper Fe- 
« male,” In purſuit of their Prey, no Crea- 
ture can be more keen, and they ruſh on it 


with great Eagerneſs. Their Skin is of a war- 


thy Complexion, and hangs ſo looſe about 
their Shoulders, that it frequently ſerves as a 
Hood to draw up quite over its Head and 
Face, or rather the Head ſhrinks into the Skin, 
as a Snail pulls in his Horns and Head _ 
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his Sliell. The Face of this Creature is of a 
reddiſh Complexion, and moſt delicately foft 
to the Touch; they are flat noſed; and have 
no Eyes, but find their Way by Inſtinct: 
They have no Bones, but are all Muſcles and 
Fleſh, which properly prepared and taken 
inwardly, is very refreſhing and nouriſhing: 
It is reckoned a Specifick for the Green- ſick- 
neſs, and many other feminine Diſorders ; 
and is a Medicine ſo wonderfully pleaſant; 
* andealy in its Operation, that the niceſt 
Palate or weakeſt Conſtitution may take 
it with Delight, and fo innocent, that it is 
* adminiſtered to Women with Child with 
great Safety. } 01-916 | 
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CHAP. VI 
Of the Government of MExRYLAND. 


"HE Government of this Country ts 
Monarchial, and abſolute in the high- 

eſt Degree. As the French have their Salique- 
Law, by which all Females are excluded from 
the Throne, ſo on the contrary, MExxyLAND 
may be ſaid to be entirely under Female Go- 
vernment, there being an abſolute Queen over 
each particular Province, whoſe Power is 
unlimited ; no Tyrants having eyer required 
a more 


8 wy 

a more ſervile and blind Submiſſion than the 
Queens of MeRRyYLAND. Herodianus, Lib. 
4. Cap. 3. fays, © They treated their Sub- 
“ jects as the meaneſt of Slaves, and ſcarce 
«as Men, while they put themſelves on a 
«-Leyel with the immortal Gods.” There 
are numberleſs Inſtances of the vaſt Power 
of theſe Queens, the Conqueſts they have 
made, and the many cunning and crafty Me- 
thods they have uſed to obtain their Ends; 
but as I do not pretend to write their Hiſtory, 
I muſt not here enlarge on that Subject. Few 
of theſe Queens but have ſome Favounte or 
prime Minifter, and when they are well ſatiſ- 
hed with his Abilities and Behaviour, they 
will ſuffer themſelves to be governed in a 
great meaſure by his Advice; but alas! there 
are fome, who, tho? they have abundance of 
able Minifters, will never be ruled by any 
of them, are always varying and changing, 
. out tlieir greateſt Favourites, for no 
other Reaſon in the World, but to ſhe their 
Power, and gratify their inconſtant Tempers; 
admitting a new Favourite every Day, as it 
Variety was their greateſt Delight. Such are 
the Caprices of theſe Queens, and ſo uncer- 
tain the Proſperity of their 461 Miniſters. 
Beſides their Capriciouſneſs, many of them 
are alſo juſtly accuſed for their greedy and 
inſatiable Tempers, forcing their Subjects to 
labour, drudge and toil without ceaſing, to 
ſatisfy their voracious Appetites. Some _ 
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able-bodied Men have indeed made ſhift to 
do their Work, and theſe, it muſt be owned, 
meet with good Encouragement ; tho' they 
are kept to hard Labour, they get a com- 
fortable Subſiſtance as their Reward. I have 
known ſome of them well-cloathed and fed, 
and in a very thriving Way; but it is not 
every one is qualified by Nature to go through 
fo much Fatigue, 

Some of theſe Queens. have deſerved the 
worſt of Characters, and are recorded for 
their Infamy in the Works of the Greek and 
Romag Satyriſts. But our BRITISH Juvx- 
NAL, in an excellent Latin Satyr, lately pub- 
liſhed, has given us ſo lively a Pickure of 
one of them, that I cannot forbear tranſcrib- 
ing four Lines, which excell all J have ever 
met with, either in the Ancients or Moderns. 


Saga petit Juvenes, petit innuptaſſue Pu- 


ellas; 
Viel Taurum feteret, Veneris quoque mille 
Figuras, 
Mille modos meditans, Ætas in Crimina 
Vires, 


Duatgue Animos: creſeunt anni, creſcitque 


Liibidb. 


The Witch ſeduces Youth and Virgins pure, 
And would a Bull, could ſhe the Weight endure ; 
She tries all Poſtures Luſt has er contriv'd, 
And of her un adds many more beſide ; 


er 
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Hier Crimes, by Age, have Strength and Cou- 
rage found. 3 


And as ber Years increaſe, her Luſts abound. 


 SCANNUM- 
As to the MitiTaxy GOVERNMENT in 
this Country, I cannot pretend to ſay much, 
as T am not acquainted with their ſeveral 
Rules; but I have obſerved in general, that 
Soldiers are well eſteemed and engouraged 
and there are no Complaints againſt Re 
Coats in MERRYLAND, however they may 
be diſapproved of in other Countries. Their 
Naval Forces are likewife very conſiderable, 
and of great Service to the Country, being 
a Set of luſty Fellows, always willing to 
work when aſhore, and never backward in 
ſpending their all, for the Service of the par- 

1 Queen under whoſe juriſdiction th 

ve. 

It would no doubt be very acceptable to the 
Reader, if after the Civil and Military, I 
could give him any particular Account of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Government of this Country, 
and it is with the greateſt Concern that Tam 
not able to gratify his Curioſity ; for the 
Clergy endgavour to keep it a Secret as much 
as poſſible among themſelves, being a My/tery 
they think improper to be divulged among 
the Laity ; and. tho? I could mention ſome 


Particulars on this Subjects, which have ac- 
F 2 cident- 
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EN 

cicdlentally come to my Knowledge, I mult 
deſire to be excuſed, being very unwilling to 
give Offence to a Body of Men, for whom 
I have the greateſt Veneration, and to ſome 
of whom I have been particularly obliged for 
their kind Aſſiſtance and Recommendation, 
which contributed much to the Pleaſure I 
have enjoyed in MExxyYLAND. I ſhall there- 
fore ſay no more of the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment, but only obſerve in general (and 
I hope without Offence) that there are many 
Biſhopricks in this Country, the exact Num- 
ber 1 cannot pretend to gueſs at, nor how 
far their ſeveral Juriſdictions reach. — Of the 
inferior Clergy here are ſuch abundance, that 
they may, on a modeſt Computation, ;be 
reckoned to enjoy more than the Hebe of all 
MER KRYLAND. | 


CH AP. IX. 
Of the Religion in MERRYLAND. 


Hriſtianity was firſt planted here, in all 
'$ probability, in the earlieſt Ages of the 
Church ; at preſent no Country can boaſt of 
more Religions, and yet no Part of Chriſten- 
com may be truly ſaid to be leſs wier 

than 
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than this. Here we may ſee all Sets and 
Parties (all Religions being embraced) and 
yet that which the Apoſtle calls the pure and 
undefiled Religion before God and the Father, 
is as little, it not leſs thought on here, than 
in any Chriſtian Country whatſoever. —Here 
are Popiſh Miſſionaries in great plenty, and 
by that means the Roman: Catholick Religion 
is pretty much propagated, they being very 
laborious and indefatigable; Quakers, Preſby- 
terians, Independants, and of late the Methodz/ts, 
have been great Labourers in theſe Parts, tho? 
not ſo profeſſedly and openly perhaps as ſome 
others. It is to be lamented that ſo many Sets 
are tolerated, eſpecially conſidering the dan-' 
gerous Heats and Flames that are kindled in 
the Country by the intemperate Zeal of ſo 
many different Sects.— In ſhort, there is no 
Sect whatever, but has found Footing in 
MERRYLAND,; and it is hard to ſay, which 
of them all is the moſt eſtabliſhed. One 
Thing is pretty remarkable, in which they 
all agree with that excellent Litany of our 


Church, all of them joining in that Prayer, 


to ſtrengtben ſuch as do fland, to comfort and 
help the weak, and raiſe up thoſe that fall. 
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HE fame may be ſaid of the Language 
2 e as Mr. Gorden 
ys of the Japaneſe Tongue ;' It is very 
<< polite and ar wax abounding with 1 
* ſynonymous Words, which are commonly 
* uſed according to the Nature of the Sub- 
c jet, as alſo the Quality, Age, and Sex, 
* both of the Speaker, and the Perfon to 
« whom the Diſcourſe is directed. There 
is ſomewhat very ſweet and emphatick in the 
Language, and at the ſame time it may be 
ſaid, they have the leaſt need of it of any 
People, for they have the Art of communi- 
cating their Sentiments very plainly by their 
Eyes and Action, ſo that mute Perſons can 
(if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) ſpeak 
intelligibly by their Eyes; and this Kind is 
often uſed witli better Succeſs than the fineſt 
Speeches. They have likewiſe ſome parti- 
cular Motions of the Tongue, which very em- 
phatically expreſs their Meaning, without 
uttering any articulate Sound, and is fre- 
quently more ſucceſsful than the fineſt Flow- 

ers of Elocution, 
Tt is much to be lamented, that no-body 
has given us a Grammar of the MgK&yY- 
LAND 


1 39-] 
LAND ; it would be very uſeful to 
the World, and I do not deſpair of prevail 
ing on the Modeſty of a 3 1 Orataor to 
undertake it, Who has already obliged the 


World with haf a Score — Grammars, 


and is univerſally allowed to he as well qua- 
lified for re this, as hs was for 9. 
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0 H A p. XI. 
of the ſeveral Tenutes, Ge. 


Tins are Fun as many Kinds or 


Tenures in MERRYLAND as = 
untry whatever, and it woyld be as di 
cult as it is needleſs to enumerate them all : 2 
Some holding by Tailiſpecial, ſome by 
Tail-general, nd by Knghts-jervice, ſome 
in Fee-fim imple, os others only during Pleaſure, and 
others b or Life. This laſt is pretty 
common, _ . perhaps, the bet Te. 
nure, is the mf 3 y Law, 
therefore ſhall firſt be treated of. The Cir- 
cumſtances attending it are very —— _ 
worth Obſeryation. 

When a Man reſolyes to take a Spot in 
MrxRVLAMD by this Tenure, he makes the 
beſt Agreement he can with the Proprietor of 
the Farm, and the Terms being —— 

1 publick 
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blick Notice is given, that he deſigns ſpeed?- 
y to enter into Poſſeſſion, that any Perſon, 
who has juſt Objection to it, may forbid it be- 
fore it is too late. You muſt know, there are 
ſeveral lawful Objections, ſuch as the Farm 
being engaged before to another, or the Man 
having already another Farm on his Hands 
(tor none are allowed to hold two at a time 
by this Tenure) his being any ways pre-in- 
paged, or 1 any Incapacity to manure 
is Farm, &c. no Objection be made, (to 
avoid which, they ſometimes purchaſe a Li- 
cenſe, which diſpenſes with the Ceremony 
of giving publick Notice) then the Leaſe for 
Life is executed in this manner: The Officer, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is (and of which there is 
one in each Pariſh) reads a ſhort Panegyrick 
on Farming, ſetting forth its original Inſt itu- 
tion and Uſe, the great Importance and Ho- 
nour 'of that State, with proper Precautions 
not to take it in hand unadviſedly, lightly or 
wantonly, and requires the Man (as he ſhall 
anſwer at the dreadful Day of Judgment) to 
canfeſs freely, if he knows any lawful Impe- 
a. nent, why he ſhould not proceed in taking 
his Leaſe. —Then the Man makes a ſolemn 
Promiſe, that he will take the Farm accord- 
ing to Law, that he will keep it whether it 
rove good or bad, and forſaking all others 
eep only unto that for Life ; the Officer then 
gives his Bleſſing to the Undertaking, prays 
tor the Succeſs, and then ſings a Song, 1 
=110! ort 
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forth the Happineſs of Farming, and great 
Promiſes of Fruitfulneſs. The Ceremony be- 
ing ended, the Man takes Poſſeſſion of his 
Lot, and commonly begins to till it before 
he ſleeps; and whatever Seaſon of the Year 
it be, he generally continues tilling and la- 
bouring hard for the firſt few Days, till he is 
tired, and forced to take ſome Reſpite. 

Theſe long Leaſes have been the Ruin of ma- 
ny a ſubſtantial Farmer, for People are too apt 
to engage ina hurry, without due Conſiderati- 
on ot the Conſequence, or competent Know- 
ledge of the Goodneſs of the Farm, which fre- 
quently proves to be a ſtubborn Soil, and makes 
the poor Farmer ſoon repent his Bargain; 
but there is no Remedy, the Man 1s bound, 
and mult drudge on for Life. This Inconve- 
nience has deterred many. trom ever 3 
Leaſes; and others, who have raſhly been boun 
to a hard Bargain, when they find there is no 
Remedy, have been ſo diſcouraged, that they 
become ill Husbands, growing quite indolent 
and negligent of their Farm; and tho? they 
cannot throw up their Leaſes, they will let 
their Farms lie fallow, and clandeſtinely take 
another that is more agreeable to them. 

There are many People who never will ven- 
ture to take a Farm by the Tenure before men- 
rioned, but chuſe rather to hold as Tenants at 
Will or during Pleaſure, and tho' they pay a 
dear Rate, they have this Advantage, that 


whenever they do not like their Farm, they can 
G imme- 
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immediately quit it and take another ; there 
is little Danger of one of theſe Farms lying 
ſong unoccupied, for if one Man leave it to 
day, another takes ir to morrow. 2 
* Thoſe who hold by Knights-Service in the 
Courteſy of MEexxvLanD, thrive generally 
very well, and reap good Profit by their La- 
bour, eſpecially if they be able pains-taki 
Men; let the Soil be ever ſo long worn, an 
7 of heart, yet they will make ſomething 
of it. 1 | 
There is a great deal of Ground in Mz RRY- 
LAND, Which lies Common, and this is ſo bad, 
that let a Man ſow ever ſo much Seed in it, 
it ſeldom produces any thing berter than Bri- 
ars and Thorns.— This Ground is not worth 
incloſing, tho' ſome People have been Fools 
enougli to attempt it. 

There is one Inconvenience attends moſt of 
the Farms in M RIYLANp, for it is a diffi- 
cult Matter to fence or incloſe them ſo ſe- 
curely, but the Neighbours, who are very 


apt to watch all Opportunities, may eaſily 


break into them; and it is ſurpriſing, where 
there is ſo much Common, and a great deal of 
good Paſture to be got at eaſy Rates, that 
People ſhould be ſo fond of —_— into 
their Neighbours Incloſures, where it they 
7 catched, and proſecuted, they run a Riſque 
f paying very ſeverely, the Law being very 


{trict in theſe Caſes ; and Juries are ſo apt to 
give the Plaintiff immoderate great e 
| that 
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that Thave known a Man caſt in feveral thau- 


and Pounds Damages, for a ſmall Treſpaſs 
on a Farm, which was little better than Com- 
mon, and which the Owner would gladly 
have fold the Fee-/imple of for a hundredth 
Part of the Money. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of the Harbours, Bays, Creeks, Sands, 


Rocks, and other dangerous Places ; 
with the Settings and Flowings of 
the Tides and Currents ; a/ Di- 


rections for Strangers ſteering /afe 
znto MERRYLAND. 


O recite all the Bays, Creeks, &c. 
would be an endleſs Piece of Work; 
and it 1s as 1mpoſhble to point out all the 


Rocks, which People have ſplit on, When 


bound for MexxyLANnND; But I ſhall here 
give the Reader the beſt Directions I can to 
pilot him fafe to this charming Country, by 
deſcribing the Two Courſes that are moſt 
commonly ſteered, and leave it to every one 
ro chuſe which ſuits beſt with his Inclination 
or Convenience. 


G2 They 
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They who go by the upper Courſe, make 
firſt for that Part of the Continent called 
Les, where they generally bring to, and ſalute 
the Fort; and ſometimes it is required that 
they pay the Cuſtoms and Duties here, before 
they are allowed to proceed further ; but this 
is not always demanded. Then if you find 
the Wind favourable, ſteer along Shore to the 
Bby-Mountains, where there is good Riding ; 
and if you meet with no Storm, but find it 
calm and quiet, you may thence ſafely ven- 
ture to run on with the Tide, and puſh in 
boldly for the Harbour: But if you find 
rough and tempeſtuous Weather, as ſome- 
times happens at touching at Bby, and the 
Tide ſtrong againſt you, it is beſt to /re-vy, 
till the Storm is appeaſed, and a fairer Pro- 
3 offers of a proſperous Voyage; nor 

ould you be diſcouraged by every little 
Squall which you may meet with at this 
Place, for generally theſe Squalls, tho' they 
ſcem violent at firlt, ſoon biow over without 
much Damage. | 
Some People prefer the ler Courſe, which 
is, at once to run in boldly up the Straits of 
Tibia, with the Coxadext bearing cloſe on the 
Larboard-Bow, and fo run a-head, directly 
as the Current carries you, into the Harbour; 
and indeed when the 1 rade-winds ſet in, this 
Courſe cannot fail. 
In either of theſe Courſes, it is beft to be 
provided with a good Foreftaff, kept in ſuch 
| Order, 
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Order, as to be always ready för Uſe at a 
Moment's Warning. I have known ſome 
People, for want of this Inſtrument being in 
Readineſs, make a very unſucceſsful Voyage, 
and been put back again, to their great Diſ- 
appointment, when they were juſt at the 
Entry of the Harbour. It is alſo proper to 
make frequent Ohervations and Soundings ; 
but, as Mr. Collins ſays in his Coaſting Pilot, 
the Thing principally to be obſerved, is 
e the Setting of the Tide, which often alters 
te the Courſe, to the Diſappointment of the 
« Mariner ; for when you fail cloſe upon a 
« Wind, if the Tide takes you on the Wea- 
e ther-bough, you will fall too much to Lee- 
ce ward of your Expectation, and if on the 
« Lee-bough, it carries you too much to 
« Windward.” The ſame Author very juſtly 
« obſerves, © There is generally ſo great an 
« Tndraught of the Tide, that in little Wind, 
„ or a Calm, you will be drawn in, to Ad- 
% miration. 
Tho' the Tide is generally very favourable, 
and ſets into the Harbour, it 1s to be noted, 
that at the Time of Spring-Tides, which only 
flow for four or five Days, once in a Month, 
the Current then runs frong out, and it is beſt 
to /re-by till the Spring is over, tho' ſome 
People make no Scruple of going in when the 
Spring-Tides are at the Height. 
There are People who, inſtead of ſteering 
cither of theſe Courſes, incline ſometimes to 
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About hy the indward. ages but this 
do nor ſo well approve; in, ſowe Circum- 


. 


ſtances indeed, it may be convenient, but. J 
belieye it is commonly done more for fake of 
Variety than Conyeniency..' 
_ Different Miles Dave given us Vatiety of 
Directions, and ſhewed many Ways of ſteer- 
ing fafely to MEeRxyYLAND 3 among others, 
that ingenious Pilot M.Aratine þas. publiſhed 

ſeveral Charts, with the different; Bearings, 
Sc. to which I refer the curious Reader, ra- 
ther than {well this Chapter any more ;,, and 
indeed I do not fee any great Neceſſity for 
many Directions, the Voyage not being ſo 
difficult, but what a blind Man may almoſt 
find his Way thither, by one Courſe or ano- 
ther; or ſhould any one be at a loſs, when he 
comes to the Coaſt of MERXYLANp, it's teu 
to one but he will find a Pilot to help him 
into Harbour, they being ready enough to 
oblige Strangers in that Way, as I myſelf 
found in my firſt Voyage, when I was very, 
n not expert in theſe Matters. It is 
remarkable, that when our Mariners come. 
near the Coaſt in other Parts of the World, 


they wiſh for light Nights, that they may ſee 


— 


te Shore, Sc. but in the Voyages to Me R- 


RYLAND,, they meet with no Inconvenience 
from the Dark, but find it generally favours 
them, and helps into Harbour with leſs Trou- 
ble than broad Day · light. 


After 
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After you are fairly entered the Mouth of 
the Harbour, go up as tar as you can, and 
come to an Anchor, veering out as much 
Cable as poſſible; the more you veer, the 
better you will ride. The chief thing is, to 
beware of anchoring in foul Ground; tor here 
is ſome much grufer than others, and a great 
deal fo very bad, that it will ſoon ſpoil the 
beſt of Cables ; the /andy or grey Ground are 
not good to anchor in, the &5rown is beſt, in 
my Opinion : But as People cannot always 
have their Choice, they muſt be contented 
with ſuch as they can get. 

Now, having brought my Reader to An- 
chor in this pleaſant Harbour, I conclude with 
wiſhing him all the Delight MEexRyYLAND 
can afford: I have endeavoured to conduct 
him ſafe, and give him a full View of this de- 
licious Country, without the Danger of 
Waves, Tempeſts, or Shipwreck; and if he 
reaps either Pleaſure or Profit trom my La- 
bour, I ſhall think the Pains I have taken to 


compile this ſhort Treatiſe, very well re- 
warded. 
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